
How will Project 1 be graded?
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Excellent: Both expressive and effective 
Satisfactory: Expressive, but not as effective 
Not Satisfactory: Inexpressive
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Remember our lectures on visual 
encodings!

For example: avoid dual axis 
plots unless very well 
justified
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Remember our lectures on visual 
encodings!

Be careful with heat maps: 
JND issues will cause you to 
lose a point!
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Most common issue last quarter 
was overplotting
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Most common issue last quarter 
was overplotting

≥10 overlapping points will 
be considered overplotting. 
Think of alternate 
encodings!
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Excellent: Satisfactory + helpful annotations 
Satisfactory: Interesting research question as title, 
axes have human-readable labels and units 
Not Satisfactory: Missing required annotations



Exemplar: 
Usain Bolt

9https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-fastest-men-in-the-world-are-still-chasing-usain-bolt/ 

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-fastest-men-in-the-world-are-still-chasing-usain-bolt/


Exemplar: 
Usain Bolt

10https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-fastest-men-in-the-world-are-still-chasing-usain-bolt/

Time versus year for 100-meter sprints

Grade: Not satisfactory



Exemplar: 
Usain Bolt

11https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-fastest-men-in-the-world-are-still-chasing-usain-bolt/

How have 100m sprint times changed over time?

Grade: Satisfactory



Exemplar: 
Usain Bolt

12https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-fastest-men-in-the-world-are-still-chasing-usain-bolt/ 

Excellent: Title is the ONE thing a 
reader should remember. Subtitle 
helps to clarify.

Often, being very specific is helpful!

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-fastest-men-in-the-world-are-still-chasing-usain-bolt/
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Must describe 
transformations in plot 
subtitle (e.g. aggregating, 
filtering etc.)
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Must describe visual 
encodings and why they 
are effective.
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Get creative!



Nifty Project 1 Submissions
(from the past)
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