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A peek behind the curtain: 
demo videos
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Looks sophisticated, but really I’m just erasing ALL 
cells in column B and then writing into the cell to 
the right of the selection.

If there was other data in the spreadsheet, it would 
be wiped out!
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Clicking “Save Output” just 
removes the blue background 
from column B. (It doesn’t actually 
work!)



Making a cool demo video
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Starting state

Scroll

Click on point

Drag filter slider

Drag filter slider (breaks!)

Scroll (breaks!)

Click on point (breaks!)

Happy path 😊

Sad paths 😢

You only need to show happy 
path in your demo video!
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Movie sets look like real buildings…

But actually just a facade!

Your video should look like a real project…

But you can hard-code values, edit 
video, only show working parts of 
your project, etc! 

(Image generated by ChatGPT)
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Common reasons for Not Satisfactory: 
- Marking “Made for Kids” when uploading to YT (don’t do 
this, because then we can’t put your video in a YT playlist). 

- Speeding up your video to get it under the 2 min time limit.
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Common reasons for Not Satisfactory: 
- Going straight into the project rather than giving context: 
why should someone care about your project?
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Excellent grades reserved for compelling reasons that your 
visualization is better than others. 
- “Our visualization is interactive” is not sufficient, there are 
lots of interactive visualizations that already exist. 

- What exists? And why is yours different?
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Excellent grades are reserved for specific explanations that 
reference research studies from the course. 
- “It was hard to build D3 charts because our dataset was 
big.” is not sufficient. 

- “To build an effective animation, we animated the axis 
rescaling separately from the mark transitions, using the 
guidelines from Jeffrey Heer’s 2007 paper.”
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Excellent grades are reserved for takeaways that: 
- Are relevant for everyday people (not just data scientists). 
- Clearly follow from your project 
- Are not common knowledge (e.g. “there are lots of forest 
fires, so we should support firefighters” 🥱). 
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Common mistakes: 
- Text / Visualization is too small. Zoom in for your video if 
needed.



Nifty Demo Videos from Past 
Quarters
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBYBbL1lqQk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbMLIUU8dmI
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1FFlUqqUzw


How to ace your final project
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Most common mistake: 
no video linked in 
webpage



22

Most common mistake: 
straight into visualization 
without hook
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Excellent reserved for compelling stories that 
incorporate surprise, personalization, or emotion. 

No and-but-therefore? Score capped at Not 
Satisfactory!
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As always, will grade on visual encodings. Any of 
these issues will cap your grade at Satisfactory: 
- Overplotting 
- Heavy reliance on less effective visual channels 
(e.g. pie charts, color hue) 

- Perception issues (not binning colors for 
continuous scales)
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Similar to Project 3; do we learn something new from 
your interactions that isn’t possible without the 
interactions? 

First question to answer is: What is interesting about 
your data? (Not: what is interesting about your 
interactions?)
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Common mistake: lots of plots, no annotations on 
plots themselves.
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Common mistake: takeaway that is common 
knowledge (e.g. “there are lots of forest fires, so we 
should support firefighters”)
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Common mistake: fonts too small, images blurry



See past quarters’ award 
winners for inspiration:
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https://dsc-courses.github.io/dsc106-2025-fa/showcase/

https://dsc-courses.github.io/dsc106-2025-sp/showcase/

And yes, we will make a showcase page for your projects too.

https://dsc-courses.github.io/dsc106-2025-fa/showcase/
https://dsc-courses.github.io/dsc106-2025-sp/showcase/
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I will share our showcase with all of HDSI, the 
Design Lab, and SDSC. Show us your best work!


